
 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Concept Note: 

Flow of rivers carries with them a rich legacy of myths, rituals, 

festivals, artistic expressions, musical forms, and literary 

imagination.  Riverine world in West Bengal continues to be 

related to both collective consciousness and local practices. 

 Such ecosystems have historically supported diverse 

occupations and craft traditions. Fishing communities, boat-

makers, agricultural settlements along fertile floodplains, and 

ferry networks have flourished along the banks of major 

waterways. The river has also been a source of material wealth 

through various forms of natural deposition. These livelihood 

systems illustrate how economy, ecology, and community life in 

West Bengal intersect along waterways. 

 But it is a matter of worry that environmental concerns today 

threaten the integrity of these river systems. Pollution, river 

bank erosion, climate-induced changes in flow patterns, and the 

decline of aquatic biodiversity are altering ecological balances 

and in this way human–river relations are disrupted. The 

seminar aims to help us understand these challenges and 

formulate sensitive and sustainable responses for our future. 

The seminar also seeks to examine the evolving relationship 

between urban spaces and rivers. As cities expand, riverfronts 

undergo transformations that reflect shifting priorities, from 

industrial and transportation use to recreational, commercial, 

and aesthetic development. These changing landscapes invite 

discussions on planning, heritage conservation, and community 

engagement. 

 Rivers have long served as channels of trade, commerce, and 

transport, contributing to Bengal’s economic growth and 

historical connectivity. They have influenced patterns of 

settlement, shaped political and cultural histories, and sustained 

networks of exchange. Community participation and identity 

formation have been intimately tied to these historical river 

routes and changing trajectories across the cultural and political 

boundaries of various states or landscapes. 

From the sacred Ganges that gracefully winds through the plains 

to the powerful Teesta originating from the Himalayas, these 

rivers are more than mere geographical features. It will not be an 

exaggeration to say that the rivers are the lifelines of the state. 

The seminar entitled River Culture of West Bengal endeavour to 

embark on a journey to explore the rivers of West Bengal, 

delving into their origins, tributaries, significance, and the 

challenges they face, offering an insight into their integral role 

in the socio-economic fabric of the region. 

  In a sense the rivers are living cultural corridors that have 

shaped identity, memory, and everyday life for centuries. This 

seminar seeks to explore such multidimensional relationships 

and how they have nurtured traditions, inspired creativity, 

sustained livelihoods, and influenced social relationships. 
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About the University: 

Alipurduar University is a public state 

university located at Alipurduar, West Bengal, 

India. Originally founded in 1957 as 

Alipurduar College, it was upgraded to 

university status in 2018 under a West Bengal 

government act.  

 

The university offers undergraduate and 

postgraduate courses across arts, commerce 

and science - including subjects such as 

Bengali, English, Sanskrit, History, Political 

Science, Philosophy, Economics, Geography, 

Commerce, Physics, Chemistry, Mathematics, 

Botany, and Zoology. 
 

In fact, the two-day national seminar aims to bring together 

scholars across the disciplinary boundaries, practitioners, 

cultural workers, policymakers, and community 

representatives to reflect on a deeper understanding of 

evolving river culture and the pathways to its preservation 

by bringing communities at the centre-stage. 

  

Sub themes: 

1. History: Nomenclature(s), changing river course, 

identity, linkages and community engagements. 

2. Rivers as Cultural Landscapes: Spirituality, 

myths, festivals, songs, literature (oral and textual) 

3. River Economy: History of trade, commerce, 

industry, transport and contemporary practices. 

4. River-based livelihoods: Agriculture, fishing, 

boat-making, ferry systems, tourism, collection of 

river deposits etc. 

5. Environmental Challenges: Urbanization, 

pollution, erosion, climate change, mining, loss of 

biodiversity and changing riverfronts. 

6. Conservation of River Ecosystems: State 

policies and role of civil society, local authorities, 

and communities.  

Beyond the above sub-themes scholars or 

contributors can explore many more ideas which 

will be useful for a critical and holistic 

understanding of the issues involved with ‘River 

Culture of West Bengal’. 

 

Submission Guidelines: 

• Abstract (within 200 words) must be 

submitted on or before 30th December 2025. 

• Authors will be notified about the acceptance 

status in due course. 

• Abstracts and paper may be submitted in 

English and Bengali. 

 

Submission & Communication Email: 

apduriverculture@gmail.com       

Selected papers will be published in an edited book 

with ISBN. 
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Organizing Committee: 
Chief Patron 
 

Prof. Sarit Kumar Chaudhuri, Hon’ble Vice Chancellor; 

Alipurduar University 
 

Patron 
 

Dr. Kumar Basnet, Registrar (Officiating), APDU 
 

Co-ordinators 
 

1. Mr. Susanta Das, Department of Geography, APDU 

2. Dr. Rinku Chakrabarty, Department of Chemistry, 

APDU 
 

Treasurer 
 

Mr. Amlan Datta, Department of Economics, APDU 
 

Financial Advisor 
 

Dr. Sukhendra Narayan Saha, Finance Officer, APDU 
 

Organising Committee Members 
 

1. Dr. Apurba Narayan Das, Department of Mathematics,  

    APDU 

2. Dr. Ranjit Kr. Ghosh, Director, IQAC; APDU 

3. Dr. Jaydip Roy, Professor, Department of History 

4. Mr. Jayanta Chakraborti, Controller of Examinations,   

   (Offg.) APDU 

5. Dr. Subhajit Dhar, Department of English, APDU 

6. Dr. Rajib Bhaumik, Department of English, APDU 

7. Dr. Srabani Ghosh, Head, R & D Cell, APDU 

8. Dr. Somesh Roy, Department of English, APDU 

9. Dr. Jyotsna Das, Department of Botany, APDU 

10. Mr. Srobon Kumar Mondol, Department of Philosophy,   

     APDU 

11. Mr. Tapas Mallik, Department of Commerce, APDU 

12. Dr. Joylal Das, Department of English, APDU 

13. Dr. Baturam Sarkar, Estate Officer, (Offg.), APDU 

14. Mr. Abhinath Barman, Asst. Controller, (Offg.) APDU 

15. Dr. Sourav Kar, Department of Mathematics, APDU 

16. Dr. Arpita Sarkar, Department of Philosophy, APDU 

17. Mr. Goutam Nandi, Department of Bengali, APDU 

18. Dr. Edwin Penjor Bhutia, Department of Geography,   

      APDU 

19. Mr. Sujay Debnath, Department of History, APDU 

20. Dr. Quazi Arif Islam, Asst. Registrar (Offg.), APDU 

21. Mr. Mainak Sanyal, (Head Clerk), APDU  
 

Contact for any information: 

Dr. Rinku Chakrabarty: 9474709142 

Mr. Susanta Das: 7001885615 

Dr. Baturam Sarkar: 8250788768 
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Registration Details: 
 

Category Registration Fee 

(Without Accommodation) 

Research Scholars & 

Students 

Rs. 500 

Academicians & 

Faculty members 

Rs. 1000 

* Accommodation will be provided at moderate rate  

on request.  

* Seminar Kits and working lunch will be provided 

to the participants. 

 

Registration Link: 

https://forms.gle/bSUm8QeGeykwdFZT9  

 

Bank Details: 

• Bank Name:  State Bank of India (SBI) 

• Account Number: 39902163065 

• IFSC Code: SBIN0000005 

• Account Name: Alipurduar University 
 

How to Reach Alipurduar University:  
 

By Train 

The nearest railway stations are New Alipurduar 

Railway Station (station code NOQ) and Alipurduar 

Junction Railway Station (APDJ). Many long-distance 

trains from Kolkata and elsewhere stop at New 

Alipurduar. From the stations, autos and totos are 

available to reach the university campus. 

By Air 

The nearest airport to Alipurduar is Bagdogra Airport 

(in Siliguri). From Bagdogra, taxi, bus or train can be 

availed to reach New Alipurduar / Alipurduar Junction 

- then continue by road to the university.  

By Road  

Alipurduar is connected by road via the national 

highway network. Regular bus services (state & 

private) connect it with cities like Siliguri and others. 

Local buses from the bus-stand or NBSTC depot can 

drop you near “College Halt” / nearby bus-stops. 

Weather Conditions:  

Typical Weather in Alipurduar in January 

• Day Temperature: 22–23 °C 

• Night Temperature: 10-12°C  

• Average Temperature: 17–18 °C.  

• Rainfall: Rare. 

• Humidity: Moderate (55–65 %)  

January is the coolest and driest month in Alipurduar, 

with pleasant days and slightly chilly nights.  
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